
   
 

   
 

 

Leading the service today: Anna Leese, Sarah Court, Koli Jayatunge, Blake Scanlen, soloists; Amy Thomas, Claire 

Carpenter, Isabella Reid, Sally Rosenberg, Bayley Goldstone, Ian Campbell, Ray Harlow, Francis Cowan, chorus; 

Catherine Polglase, Ted Chen, violin; Chris Nation, viola; Martin Griffiths, cello; Rachael Griffiths-Hughes, organ; Rev’d 

Wendy Tyrell 

Next cantata vespers: 5pm Saturday 19th September 2026  



   
 

   
 

Opening 

Prelude :  Largo, from Trio Sonata III in B-flat by Arcangelo Corelli 

 

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Psalm 

141:2 

We stand to sing 

The Opening Hymn 

 
Words: Latin, ninth century;  trans. John Cosin, 162 



   
 

   
 

The blessing of light  

 

Please sit or kneel 

 

 

 

  

 

As darkness falls, you renew your promise to reveal among us the light of your presence. By 

the light of Christ your living word, dispel the darkness of our hearts that we may walk as 

children of light, and sing your praise throughout the world. Amen 

 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness 

of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the 

radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Please stand for the    Hymn of light 

 

 

 

 

Words: Greek; trans. John Keble, 1834



   
 

   
 

Invitatory and psalter 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and shall be 

for ever. Amen. 

Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy, to you be praise and glory for ever.  

In the darkness of our sin, your light breaks forth like the dawn and your healing springs up for deliverance.  

As we rejoice in the gift of your saving help, sustain us with your bountiful Spirit and open our lips to sing 

your praise:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Please join in singing 

 

Psalm 90: 1-12        Chant: Edwin Edwards 

 

 

1. LORD, thou hast /been our/ refuge : from one gener/ation /to an/other. 

2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the /world were/ made : thou art God 

from everlasting, and /world with/out /end. 

3. Thou turnest man /to des/truction : again thou sayest, Come a/gain, ye /children. of/ men. 

4. For a thousand years in thy sight are /but as/ yesterday : seeing that is past as a /watch/ in the/ night. 

5. As soon as thou scatterest them they are even /as a/ sleep : and fade away /sudden.ly /like the /grass. 

6. In the morning it is green, and /growth/ up : but in the evening it is cut /down, dried /up, and/ 

withered. 

7. For we consume away in /thy dis/pleasure : and are afraid at thy /wrathful /indig/nation. 

8. Thou hast set our mis/deeds be/fore thee : and our secret sins in the /light /of thy/ countenance. 

9. For when thou art angry all our /days are/ gone : we bring our years to an end, as it /were a/ tale. that 

is/ told. 

10. The days of our age are threescore/ years and/ ten; and though men be so strong that they come to 

fourscore years : yet is their strength then but labour and sorrow; so soon passeth it a/way, and /we 

are /gone. 

11. But who regardeth the power /of thy/ wrath : for even thereafter as a man feareth, /so is /thy 

dis/pleasure. 

12. So teach us to /number. our /days : that we may a/pply our/ hearts unto /wisdom. 

 

 

Glory be to the Father and /to the /Son: and/ to the /Holy /Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 

now and /ever /shall be; world without/ end. A/-men 



   
 

   
 

Word 

We sit to hear    

 

 

the first reading:  1 corinthians 15: 1-10 

 
 

 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 

word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more 

than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 

some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  and last of all he 

appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 

without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 

me. 

 

Here ends the first Lesson 

Thanks be to God   



   
 

   
 

We stand to sing The Magnificat 

 



   
 

   
 

We sit to hear   

 the second reading:  Luke 18: 9-14 

 

 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 

everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 

even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 

beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all 

those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 

 

 

Here ends the second Lesson 

Thanks be to God   

 

 

 

the cantata  

 

1. Chorus: How might I pray, if my heart were filled with pride? Cling firmly to 

humility, for God resists the proud, but to the humble He gives grace. (1 Peter 5:5) 

 

2. Recitative: The Pharisee goes into the temple, believing himself to be the sole 

example from whom the whole world learns virtue. Because he is so pleased with 

himself, he thanks God that he is not like other people. 

The tax collector, however, remains at a distance, for he is afraid to approach as 

closely as the other; standing there in his humility, he is acutely aware of his sins, 

beats his breast with a sigh and says: ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ Yet how do 

they fare in the end? The Pharisee remains entangled in the snares of sin, whilst the 

tax collector is set free. 

 

3. Aria: Does not pride dare to approach God’s presence so brazenly? Go, you conceited 

soul, away from God’s sight; He will resist you. 
 



   
 

   
 

4. Chorale: How might I pray, when my heart is filled with pride? I know full well what 

I am when the grave conceals me: a conceited man is looked upon by God with scorn; 

a proud beggar becomes a laughing stock; he cannot endure, his hope must fade. 

 

 

5. Soprano/Bass duet: O poor sinner, step back a little, and thus the star of grace will 

rise above your head. Cast down your weary eyes in true humility, and you will see 

them shine more brightly. 

 

6. Recitative: Whoever exalts himself before God and cannot recall any sin has only 

himself to blame when he comes to ruin. But whoever appears before his God with a 

humble heart and sincerely repents of his sins will be exalted, I assure you: 

 

 

7. Repeat No. 1 

 

 

Response 

Eternal spirit flow through our being and open our lips; 

That our mouths may proclaim your praise. 

 

In response to tonight's cantata let us now stand and affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit: 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 



   
 

   
 

Prayers 

We sit or kneel 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you 

 

The Litany for Peace 

 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill We entreat… 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven our sins and offences, We entreat… 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, We entreat… 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 

judgement seat of Christ, We entreat… 

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, We entreat… 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth thine unending day upon us who watch for 

thee, that our lips may praise thee, our lives may bless thee, and our worship on the morrow 

may give thee glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and night, 

giving rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us 

occasions of song in the evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with 

us in the coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for you are our 

light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen. 

The blessing 



   
 

   
 

We stand to sing     The Closing hymn 

 

 

O Father, Thou whose love profound 

a ransom for our souls hath found, 

before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

to us Thy pard'ning love extend. 

2 Almighty Son, Incarnate Word, 

our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord, 

before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

to us Thy saving grace extend. 

3 Eternal Spirit, by whose breath 

the soul is raised from sin and death, 

before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

to us Thy quick'ning pow'r extend. 

4 Jehovah! Father, Spirit, Son, 

mysterious Godhead, Three in One, 

before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

grace, pardon, life, to us extend

Postlude:  Praeludium in D – C.S. Binder (1723-1789) 

The prayers and liturgy for tonight’s service come from the Book of Common Prayer, as available at www.bcponline 

https://www.bcponline/


   
 

   
 

Cathedral Ministry Team and Contacts 

 
Dean:  The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins (Day off- Friday) 

deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz | 020 4124 6555 

 

Assistant priest: Father Ben Ong (Thurs-Fri) 

ben@stpeter.org.nz | 022 627 3217 

Volunteer Ministry Team 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Robin Olds  

pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz | 027 441 9292 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz 

People's warden:  Kay Neilson  

peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 1522 999 

Dean’s warden:  Dianne Cameron 

deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 588 399 

Verger: Plex John | 022 312 9523 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Julian Perkins, Robin Olds, Vivianne Flintoff, Heather Powell, Plex John 

If you would like pastoral support, or know someone who would and have their permission, 

please let the pastoral care team know: pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz  

or Robin (027 441 9292) or ring Julian (020 4124 6555) 

Giving - Bank Details: 02-0316-0268898-000 

The Cathedral Church of St Peter  

The ministry of the cathedral is paid for by our church members.  

If you can be a part of this it greatly helps the life of the church. 

Cathedral Office 
Monday-Friday: 9am-3pm | (07) 839 4683 | admin@stpeter.org.nz 

Cathedral Shop 
Monday-Friday: I0am-2pm; Sunday: 11am-12pm | (07) 839 4683  

 

 

 


