
The Waikato Cathedral Church of St Peter 

Te whare karakia matua o Pita Tapu ki Waikato 

 

Choral Evensong 

27 September 2026        Season of Creation: River Sunday 

6.00pm   Officiant: The Rev’d Peter Lord Cowell 



Welcome  

Liturgy from Book of Common Prayer 1662 Music Copyright CCLI 337942  

Responses: Smith Canticles: Lang in B flat 

Hymn  

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

sing and praise your God and mine! 

Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 

might and majesty divine! 

He who framed the starry heavens 

knows and names them as they shine! 

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

sing and praise your God and mine! 

Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 

Wounded souls his comfort know; 

those who fear him find his mercies, 

peace for pain and joy for woe; 

humble hearts are high exalted, 

human pride and pow’r laid low. 

Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 

Wounded souls his comfort know. 

Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 

cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 

spring to melt the snows of winter 

till the waters flow again; 

grass upon the mountain pastures, 

golden valleys thick with grain. 
Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 

cloud and sunshine, wind and rain. 

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

peace and plenty crown your days; 

love his laws, declare his judgments, 

walk in all his words and ways; 

he the Lord and we his children: 

praise the Lord, all people, praise!  

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 

peace and plenty crown your days!             T. Dudley-Smith (1926-2024) 



Introduction and Confession 
(please remain standing / e tū tonu tātou)   

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth stand in 

awe of him. Psalm 96.9 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we 

should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and 

obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by 

his infinite goodness and mercy. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 

many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble 

voice unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:   

(please kneel or sit / e noho, e tūturi rānei tātou) (All saying)    

Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the 

devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against 

thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought 

to have done, And we have done those things which we ought 

not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, 

have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O 

God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are 

penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in 

Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 

sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 

life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.   

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 

death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and 

live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare 
and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and 

Remission of their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 

repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech 

him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 

please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life 

hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

  



Cantor:  O Lord, open thou our lips.   

Response:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.   

Cantor:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Response:   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

(Here, all standing up, / Ka tū te katoa)   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,   

and to the Holy Ghost;   

Response: As it was in the beginning, is now,   

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.   

Cantor:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Response:  The Lord´s Name be praised. 

Psalm 124 

 

1 If the Lord himself had not been on our side, now may ´ Israel ´ 

say :  

if the Lord himself had not been on our side when ´ men rose ´ 

up a´gainst us; 

2 They had swallowed ´ us up ´ quick :  

when they were so ´ wrathfully dis´pleas-ed ´ at us. 

3 Yea the ´ waters had ´ drowned us :  

and the ´ stream had gone ´ over our ´ soul. 

4 The deep ´ waters · of the ´ proud :  

had gone ´ even ´ over our ´ soul. 

5 † But praised ´ be the ´ Lord :  

who hath not given us over for a ´ prey ´ unto their ´ teeth. 

6 Our soul is escaped, even as a bird out of the ´ snare of the ´ 

fowler :  

the snare is ´ broken and ´ we are de´livered. 

7 Our help standeth in the ´ Name of the ´ Lord :  

who hath ´ made ´ heaven and ´ earth. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son   

 and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : 

 world without end.  Amen. 

The First Lesson (please sit / e noho tātou)   

Here beginneth the fifteenth verse of the thirty-seventh chapter of the 

book of the prophet Ezekiel (37:15-28)  

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, take a stick and write on it, 

‘For Judah, and the Israelites associated with it’; then take another stick 

and write on it, ‘For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of 

Israel associated with it’; and join them together into one stick, so that 

they may become one in your hand. And when your people say to you, 

‘Will you not show us what you mean by these?’ say to them, Thus says 

the Lord God: I am about to take the stick of Joseph (which is in the hand 

of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with it; and I will put the 

stick of Judah upon it, and make them one stick, in order that they may be 

one in my hand. When the sticks on which you write are in your hand 

before their eyes, then say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I will take 

the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and 

will gather them from every quarter, and bring them to their own land. I 

will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one 

king shall be king over them all. Never again shall they be two nations, and 

never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms. They shall never 

again defile themselves with their idols and their detestable things, or with 

any of their transgressions. I will save them from all the apostasies into 

which they have fallen, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be my 

people, and I will be their God. 

My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one 

shepherd. They shall follow my ordinances and be careful to observe my 

statutes. They shall live in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, in 

which your ancestors lived; they and their children and their children’s 

children shall live there for ever; and my servant David shall be their 

prince for ever. I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an 

everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, 

and will set my sanctuary among them for evermore. My dwelling-place 



shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

Then the nations shall know that I the Lord sanctify Israel, when my 

sanctuary is among them for evermore. 

 [Translation – New Revised Standard Version (Anglicised)] 

Here endeth the first lesson.   

Magnificat (please stand / e tū tātou)   

My soul doth magnify the Lord :  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.   

For he hath regarded :  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden.  

For behold, from henceforth :  

all generations shall call me blessed.   

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  

and holy is his Name.   

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  

throughout all generations.   

He hath showed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.   

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.   

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :  

as he promised to our forefathers,   

    Abraham and his seed, for ever.   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son   

 and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : 

 world without end.  Amen.    



The Second Lesson (please sit / e noho tātou)   

Here beginneth the twenty-second verse of the second chapter of the 

first letter of John (2:22-29) 

Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. No one who 

denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son has the 

Father also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what 

you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son 

and in the Father. And this is what he has promised us, eternal life. 

I write these things to you concerning those who would deceive you. As 

for you, the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and so 

you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you 

about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, 

abide in him. 

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is revealed we may 

have confidence and not be put to shame before him at his coming. 

If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who does 

right has been born of him.  [NRSVA] 

Here endeth the second lesson.   

Nunc Dimittis (please stand / e tū tātou)   

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :  

according to thy word.   

For mine eyes have seen :  

thy salvation;   

Which thou hast prepared :  

before the face of all people;   

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.   

  



Glory be to the Father, and ´ to the ´ Son   

  and ´ to the ´ Holy Ghost;  

 As it was in the beginning is now and ´ ever ´ shall be : 

  world without ´ end.  A´men    

The Apostles´ Creed   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty;  from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholick Church; the 

communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

Cantor:  The Lord be with you.  

Response: And with thy spirit.   

Cantor: Let us pray.   

(please kneel or sit / e noho, e tūturi rānei tātou)   

Cantor: Lord, have mercy upon us.   

Response:  Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Cantor:  Lord, have mercy upon us.   

Response:  Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done,   

in earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen.   



Cantor:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Response:  And grant us thy salvation.   

Cantor:  O Lord, save the King.   

Response:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.   

Cantor:  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.   

Response:  And make thy chosen people joyful.   

Cantor:  O Lord, save thy people.   

Response: And bless thine inheritance.   

Cantor:  Give peace in our time, O Lord.   

Response:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 

but only thou, O God.   

Cantor:  O God, make clean our hearts within us.   

Response:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.    

The Collects   

The Collect for the seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

Lord, we pray thee that thy grace may always prevent and follow us, and 

make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect for Peace   

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 

give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 

also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 

pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Saviour.  Amen.   

The Collect for aid against all perils   

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen.   

(please sit / e noho tātou)   



Anthem: Fear not, O Land – W. Harris (1883-1973) 

The Prayers   

Hymn (please stand / e tū tātou)  

Glory to thee, my God, this night  

for all the blessings of the light;  

keep me, O keep me, King of kings,  

beneath thine own almighty wings. 

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,  

the ill that I this day have done, 

that with the world, myself, and thee,  

I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

Teach me to live, that I may dread  

the grave as little as my bed;  

teach me to die, that so I may  

rise glorious at the aweful day. 

O may my soul on thee repose,  

and with sweet sleep mine eyelids close;  

sleep that shall me more vig’rous make  

to serve my God when I awake. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Thomas Ken (1637-1710) 

The Blessing   

 

Voluntary   Cantique Op. 3 No. 1   Edward Elgar (1857-1934)   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday services: 

4 October 2026 – 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am 
Said  

Eucharist  

President             

Preacher 
The Very Rev’d Julian Perkins 

 

10:00am 
Choral 

Eucharist 

President              

Preacher 
The Very Rev’d Julian Perkins  

 



Cantata Vespers - Third Saturday of the month  

Next Vespers: 17 October 2026 at 5:00pm 

 Choral Evensong - Fourth Sunday of the month 

Next Evensong: 25 October 2026 at 6:00pm  

Cathedral Ministry Team and Contacts 
Dean:  The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins (Day off - Friday) 

deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz | 020 4124 6555 

Volunteer Ministry Team 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Robin Olds  

pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz | 027 441 9292 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz 

Assistant priest: The Rev’d Dr Plex John | 022 312 9523 
 

People's warden:  Kay Neilson  

peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 1522 999 

Dean’s warden:  Dianne Cameron 

deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 588 399 

Verger: The Rev’d Dr Plex John 

verger@stpeter.org.nz | 022 312 9523 
 

Youth Ministry Team 

Breakfast Youth Church (8am Sundays):  Zavier Searle | 021 188 3890 

Junior Church (10am Sundays): Suzie Abdale | 021 176 6203 

Junior Choir:   Yvonne Hall | (07) 839 4683 

Pastoral Care Team 

Julian Perkins, Robin Olds, Vivianne Flintoff, Heather Powell, Plex John.  

If you would like pastoral support, or know someone who would and 

have their permission, please let the pastoral care team know: 

pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz  

or Robin (027 441 9292) or ring Julian (020 4124 6555) 

Cathedral Office  
Monday-Friday: 9am-3pm | (07) 839 4683 | admin@stpeter.org.nz 

Cathedral Shop 
Monday-Friday: I0am-2pm; Sunday: 11am-12pm | (07) 839 4683 


