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Te whare karakia matua o Pita Tapu ki Waikato 

 

Choral Evensong 

23 August 2026              21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5.00pm   Officiant: The Rev’d Peter Lord Cowell 



Welcome  

Liturgy from Book of Common Prayer 1662 Music Copyright CCLI 337942  

Responses: Rose Canticles: Harwood in A flat 

Hymn  

––– 1 ––– 

God moves in a mysterious way 

his wonders to perform; 

he plants his foot-steps in the sea, 

and rides upon the storm. 

 ––– 2 ––– 

Deep in unfathomable mines 

of never-failing skill, 

he treasures up his bright designs, 

and works his sov’reign will. 

––– 3 ––– 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

the clouds ye so much dread 

are big with mercy, and shall break 

in blessings on your head. 

 ––– 4 ––– 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

but trust him for his grace; 

behind a frowning providence 

he hides a shining face. 

––– 5 ––– 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

unfolding ev’ry hour; 

the bud may have a bitter taste, 

but sweet will be the flow’r. 

 ––– 6 ––– 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

and scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 

and he will make it plain. 

William Cowper (1731-1800) 

Introduction and Confession 
(please remain standing / e tū tonu tātou)   

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth stand in 

awe of him. Psalm 96.9 

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we 

should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and 

obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by 
his infinite goodness and mercy. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 

many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble 

voice unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:   

(please kneel or sit / e noho, e tūturi rānei tātou) (All saying)    



Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the 

devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against 

thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought 

to have done, And we have done those things which we ought 

not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, 

have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O 

God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are 

penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in 

Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 

sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 

life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.   

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 

death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and 

live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare 

and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and 

Remission of their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 

repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech 

him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may 

please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life 
hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Cantor:  O Lord, open thou our lips.   

Response:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.   

Cantor:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Response:   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

(Here, all standing up, / Ka tū te katoa)   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,   

and to the Holy Ghost;   

Response: As it was in the beginning, is now,   

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.   

Cantor:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Response:  The Lord´s Name be praised. 



Psalm 95 

 
 

1 O come let us ´ sing unto the ´ Lord :  

let us heartily rejoice in the ´ strength of ´ our sal´vation. 

2 Let us come before his ´ presence with ´ thanksgiving :  

and shew ourselves ´ glad in ´ him with ´ psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a ´ great ´ God :  

and a great ´ King above ´ all ´ gods. 

4 In his hand are all the ´ corners · of the ´ earth :  

and the strength of the ´ hills is ´ his ´ also. 

5 The sea is his and ´ he ´ made it :  

and his hands pre´pared the ´ dry ´ land. 

6 O come let us worship and ´ fall ´ down :  

and kneel be´fore the ´ Lord our ´ Maker. 

7 For he is the ´ Lord our ´ God :  

and we are the people of his pasture, and the ´ sheep of ´ his ´ hand. 

8 To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden ´ not your ´ hearts :  

as in the provocation, and as in the day of temp´tation ´ in the ´ 

wilderness; 

9 When your ´ fathers ´ tempted ´ me :  

´ proved me and ´ saw my ´ works. 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this gene´ration and ´ said :  

It is a people that do err in their hearts, for they ´ have not ´ known 

my ´ ways; 

11 Unto whom I ´ sware · in my ´ wrath :  

that they should not ´ enter ´ into my ´ rest. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son   

 and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : 

 world without end.  Amen. 



The First Lesson (please sit / e noho tātou)   

Here beginneth the eighth verse of the sixth chapter of the second book 

of Kings (6:8-23)  

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with 

his officers. He said, ‘At such and such a place shall be my camp.’ But the 

man of God sent word to the king of Israel, ‘Take care not to pass this 

place, because the Arameans are going down there.’ The king of Israel 

sent word to the place of which the man of God spoke. More than once 

or twice he warned such a place so that it was on the alert. 

The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he 

called his officers and said to them, ‘Now tell me who among us sides 

with the king of Israel?’ Then one of his officers said, ‘No one, my lord 

king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel the 

words that you speak in your bedchamber.’ He said, ‘Go and find where 

he is; I will send and seize him.’ He was told, ‘He is in Dothan.’ So he sent 

horses and chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and 

surrounded the city. 

When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went 

out, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant 

said, ‘Alas, master! What shall we do?’ He replied, ‘Do not be afraid, for 

there are more with us than there are with them.’ Then Elisha prayed: ‘O 

Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.’ So the Lord opened the eyes 

of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 

fire all around Elisha. When the Arameans came down against him, Elisha 

prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Strike this people, please, with blindness.’ So 

he struck them with blindness as Elisha had asked. Elisha said to them, 

‘This is not the way, and this is not the city; follow me, and I will bring you 

to the man whom you seek.’ And he led them to Samaria. 

As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ‘O Lord, open the eyes of 

these men so that they may see.’ The Lord opened their eyes, and they 

saw that they were inside Samaria. When the king of Israel saw them he 

said to Elisha, ‘Father, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?’ He answered, 

‘No! Did you capture with your sword and your bow those whom you 

want to kill? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and 

drink; and let them go to their master.’ So he prepared for them a great 



feast; after they ate and drank, he sent them on their way, and they went 

to their master. And the Arameans no longer came raiding into the land 

of Israel. 

 [Translation – New Revised Standard Version (Anglicised)] 

Here endeth the first lesson.   

Magnificat (please stand / e tū tātou)   

My soul doth magnify the Lord :  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.   

For he hath regarded :  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden.  

For behold, from henceforth :  

all generations shall call me blessed.   

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  

and holy is his Name.   

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  

throughout all generations.   

He hath showed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.   

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.   

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :  

as he promised to our forefathers,   

    Abraham and his seed, for ever.   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son   

 and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : 

 world without end.  Amen.    



The Second Lesson (please sit / e noho tātou)   

Here beginneth the fifteenth verse of the seventeenth chapter of the Acts 

of the Apostles (17:15-34) 

Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens; and after 

receiving instructions to have Silas and Timothy join him as soon as 

possible, they left him. 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to 

see that the city was full of idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the 

Jews and the devout persons, and also in the market-place every day with 

those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers debated with him. Some said, ‘What does this babbler want 

to say?’ Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’ 

(This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the 

resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and 

asked him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know what 

it means.’ Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would 

spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new. 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city 

and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 

an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 

world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 

whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 

for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 

being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 



Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 

on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 

from the dead.’ 

When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but 

others said, ‘We will hear you again about this.’ At that point Paul left 

them. But some of them joined him and became believers, including 

Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others with 

them. [NRSVA] 

Here endeth the second lesson.   

Nunc Dimittis (please stand / e tū tātou)   

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :  

according to thy word.   

For mine eyes have seen :  

thy salvation;   

Which thou hast prepared :  

before the face of all people;   

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.   

Glory be to the Father, and ´ to the ´ Son   

  and ´ to the ´ Holy Ghost;  

 As it was in the beginning is now and ´ ever ´ shall be : 

  world without ´ end.  A´men    

The Apostles´ Creed   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  



he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty;  from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholick Church; the 

communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

Cantor:  The Lord be with you.  

Response: And with thy spirit.   

Cantor: Let us pray.   

(please kneel or sit / e noho, e tūturi rānei tātou)   

Cantor: Lord, have mercy upon us.   

Response:  Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Cantor:  Lord, have mercy upon us.   

Response:  Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done,   

in earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen.   

Cantor:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Response:  And grant us thy salvation.   

Cantor:  O Lord, save the King.   

Response:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.   

Cantor:  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.   

Response:  And make thy chosen people joyful.   

Cantor:  O Lord, save thy people.   

Response: And bless thine inheritance.   

Cantor:  Give peace in our time, O Lord.   

Response:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 

but only thou, O God.   



Cantor:  O God, make clean our hearts within us.   

Response:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.    

The Collects   

The Collect for the twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than 

we to pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: 

Pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy; forgiving us those things 

whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which 

we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus 

Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect for Peace   

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

do proceed: give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 

give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 

also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may 

pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Saviour.  Amen.   

The Collect for aid against all perils   

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen.   

(please sit / e noho tātou)   

Anthem: Blessed be the God and Father – S. S. Wesley (1810-1876) 

The Prayers   

Hymn (please stand / e tū tātou)  

Lead, kindly light, amid th'encircling gloom,  

 lead thou me on; 

the night is dark, and I am far from home;  

 lead thou me on. 
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 



the distant scene; one step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou  

 shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now  

 lead thou me on. 

I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 

pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 

So long thy pow’r hath blest me, sure it still 

 will lead me on, 

o'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till  

 the night is gone; 

and with the morn those angel faces smile,  

which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 

John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 

The Blessing   

Voluntary   Verset in G major         Louis Lefébure-Wély (1817-1869) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday services: 

30 August 2026 – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am 
Said  

Eucharist  

President            

Preacher 
The Rev’d Wendy Tyrrell 

The Rev’d Robin Olds 

10:00am 
Choral 

Eucharist 

President &             

Preacher 
The Rev’d Robin Olds 

5:00pm      Taizé Service 



Cantata Vespers - Third Saturday of the month  

Next Vespers: 19 September 2026 at 5:00pm 

 Choral Evensong - Fourth Sunday of the month 

Next Evensong: 27 September 2026 at 6:00pm  

Cathedral Ministry Team and Contacts 
Dean:  The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins (Day off - Friday) 

deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz | 020 4124 6555 

Volunteer Ministry Team 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Robin Olds  

pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz | 027 441 9292 

Assistant priest:  The Rev'd Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz 

People's warden:  Kay Neilson  

peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 1522 999 

Dean’s warden:  Dianne Cameron 

deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 588 399 

Verger: The Rev’d Plex John 

verger@stpeter.org.nz | 022 312 9523 
 

Youth Ministry Team 

Breakfast Youth Church (8am Sundays): Zavier Searle | 021 188 3890 

Junior Church (10am Sundays):          Suzie Abdale | 021 176 6203 

Junior Choir:                 Yvonne Hall | (07) 839 4683 

Pastoral Care Team 

Julian Perkins, Robin Olds, Vivianne Flintoff, Heather Powell, Plex John.  

If you would like pastoral support, or know someone who would and 

have their permission, please let the pastoral care team know: 

pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz  

or Robin (027 441 9292) or ring Julian (020 4124 6555) 

Cathedral Office  
Monday-Friday: 9am-3pm | (07) 839 4683 | admin@stpeter.org.nz 

Cathedral Shop 
Monday-Friday: I0am-2pm; Sunday: 11am-12pm | (07) 839 4683 

 


