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THE WAIKATO CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST PETER 
 

Te whare karakia matua o Pita Tapu ki Waikato 

August 2022 

C AT H E D R A L   N E W S   

Sat 20 August, 5pm 

Cantata Vespers 

 

Sun  28 August, 5pm 

Choral Evensong 

 

Every Thursday in term, 

10am 

Little Fishes 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES 

Monday - Friday, 9am 

Morning Prayer 

Wednesday, 10am 

Holy Communion 

Friday, 12.10pm 

Eucharist in Te Re Maori 

Sunday, 8am 

Said Eucharist 

Sunday, 10am 

Choral Eucharist 

Cathedral Diary - August OFFICE HOURS 

Monday -Friday 

9am - 3pm 

 

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP 

Monday - Friday 

10am - 2pm 

Sunday 

11am - 12pm 

 

ADDRESS 

51 Victoria Street 

Hamilton New Zealand 

 

P: 07 839 4683 

E: admin@stpeter.org.nz 

Stpeter.org.nz 
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The only normal people are 

 the ones you don’t know very well.  

Alfred Adler, Psychologist 

I first came across this quote as an advertising slogan 

which had ‘families’ instead of people. Either way, it 

holds true in my experience. It is easy to look at others 

and think that their lives, and families, are less challeng-

ing than our own. A couple of decades of pastoral conver-

sations convinces me that we all have our own share of 

challenges, some just hide them better than others.  

Remembering that we don’t know the challenges others 

have faced or face can help us to offer compassion and 

care for one another, a spirit of generosity and goodwill, understanding that they may be    

profound reasons why people react to things in particular ways. 

Life’s challenges are a part of what makes us who we are. If we embrace challenges, they can 

become a blessing and even a gift. What challenges have you faced in your life that have be-

come a blessing to you or to others? I can’t quite hold the idea that ‘for everything there is a 

reason’, I think Job is with me on this. However, I am amazed how often people can bring good 

out of challenges and even tragedy and how often life’s experiences turn out to be valuable.  

Blessings from life’s challenges might be things as simple as a change in life’s priorities or an 

ability to walk alongside others who are experiencing something similar. None of this takes 

away the difficulties, pain, or scars, of our challenges but it does help us to see life in a more 

complete way. Because humans are so naturally good at noticing bad things in life, we have to 

make a conscious effort to notice the good things. The effort is worthwhile.  

That said, there are times when life is just bleak. As I have let on, the black dog of depression 

has been a companion for much of my life. When it is not under control, life is hard. The bless-

ing is that I feel at ease with others who are experiencing mental health challenges of any 

form. Hearing other’s stories, I also know how fortunate I am to be supported by an amazing 

partner and a network of family and friends. A significant number of our church family will 

have faced mental health challenges. Having experienced them yourself or in someone close 

may well help you to be there for others in the future. The church should be a network of  

mutual support that we all need at various times in our lives; we serve and are served.  

How should we care for others who are facing such challenges? The first things is just to be 

there for them. As one person put it ‘Don’t just do something, be there.’ Not the way around 

we are used to thinking of life. But being fully present with someone, really listening to them, 

being available for them can make a world of difference. Though it often feels like we are     

doing nothing, being there can be the most precious gift we can offer.  

Yours in Christ,  

Dean Julian 
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Volunteers 

 

Much of Cathedral life has been impacted by the COVID pandemic and  

many of our wonderful volunteers have stood down because they have an  

under-lying medical condition. 

 

We are seeking volunteers to help with a number of areas, such as: 

Shop       Morning Tea    Gardening 

Reader      Sides Person    Welcomer 

Intercessions    Chalice 

 

Training will be given in each area.  If you are interested, please contact Vivienne in the office. 

 

Notes from the July Vestry Meeting 

At the meeting, it was agreed that it would be good to give the congregation regular updates 

on vestry discussions, so here is the first one.  

We are receiving regular notifications that someone with Covid has attended our services, a 

good reminder to keep up our safe practices, wear masks, improve ventilation, etc.  

Our finances are of some concern. Our income is a little lower than expected and we don’t 

have the income to support having two clergy. Thank you to all of you who give by automatic 

payments. We will be setting up a group to work on this.  

Four trees on the district court property, that drop anything from leaves to limbs on our prop-

erty are being removed. You will be able to see the cathedral from Knox Street!  

A high-profile gang related court case may start on 15 August. The police have made plans to 

keep locals safe. We have granted permission for people to be trespassed from our grounds.  

We are exploring options for live streaming our services for those who are unable to attend. A 

priority is to have good audio, which will require an improved sound system.  

Our Saturday Workshops provide an essential way of keeping on top of many maintenance     

issues. Thank you to all who attend. Please come along. There are tasks for all abilities. 

We are seeking permission to put up a small commemorative plaque for Keith Lightfoot along-

side the two plaques on the left side of the chancel.  

Our communications are a work in progress. Cecily will be paid to help us for the next year, 

bringing energy, skills, and insight into the cathedral to help us  review the communications.  



4 

Little Fishes 

"Little Fishes continues to meet every Thursday in term time at 10am for an hour of children’s 
action songs, morning tea and playing.   

 

All preschool children are welcome and we have a range of ages from newborn to about 
three.  Parents, or grandparents attend with their child and there is a good feeling of support 
and fun amongst the adults present.  We have a core group of around eight children but 
sometimes more. 

 

We have a group of five helpers and we all enjoy the session as much as the children.  It is 
lovely to watch their development. 

 

Parents and children can attend with their child without needing to worry about bringing 
morning tea or toys. 

 

This group is open to all families in our community and many of our families do not have a 
Church that they regularly attend.  Some of the children who attend are part of our Cathedral 
community.” 

 

Dianne Cameron 

Coordinator 
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ST PETER'S JUNIOR CHURCH 
 
Free fabric, anyone? 

 

Spring is coming - so we have been spring cleaning the kids’ cupboard! We found masses of 
leftover fabric, and old costumes that we no longer need, so we’re giving them away for free! 
If you’d like to pick up some free stuff, contact Cecily via socratena@gmail.com. 

 

We also have some exciting changes happening soon - the lovely Shirley and Kay will be 
providing reusable cloth activity bags on the days that Cecily is away. So your kids will have 
some fun activities to do during the service, with less single-use plastic involved! Keep a look-
out for our new children's pew booklets too. 

 

Cecily Shaw 

 
Special Olympics 

 
Over 700 volunteers are going 

to be needed to assist the  

athletes and organisers. 

Everything from time keepers 

and distance measurers to  

inputting information and 

transport will be needed. 

mailto:socratena@gmail.com
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CATHEDRAL MINISTRY TEAM 

The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins | 020 4124 6555 | deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz 

(Day off - Friday) 

The Rev'd Mele Prescott | 021 028 41156 | ap@stpeter.org.nz (Day Off - Monday) 

The Rev’d Canon Bryan Smith | 027 381 6119 | canon.bjsmith@yahoo.co.nz 

The Rev'd Robin Olds | (07) 854 6713 | 027 441 9292 | robinselby13@gmail.com 

The Rev’d Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz 

 

CATHEDRAL CONTACTS 

People’s Warden | Walter Crookes | (07) 843 8150 

Dean’s Warden | Bryan Bevege  |027 249 1818 

Hospital Chaplains | Rev'd Paul Weeding | Phone (07) 839 8899 

Cathedral Verger|  Dilip Kurien  |021 057 3897 

 

Director of Music 

Dr Rachael Griffiths-Hughes | 027 286 8779 | Rachael.griffiths-hughes@waikato.ac.nz 

 

BANK DETAILS 02-0316-0268898-000 stpeter.org.nz 


