Annunciation — 25 March 2025

Message — Trust in God’s love

Creator, Redeemer, Giver of New Life, may our thoughts
be your thoughts and our ways your ways. Amen.

Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.”

It is hard to know how we would react if an angel greeted
us. Few of us are likely to have such an experience.
Nonetheless, many people do experience words from God,
at unexpected times, in unexpected places, and in
unexpected ways. Sometimes, it seems, God just has to
break through our everyday experience.

Words of God are diverse in detail, sometimes comfort,
sometimes assurance, sometime direction, but their
overarching purpose is to help us to continue to walk
humbly with God. Despite the amazing announcement to
Mary, she remains humble. “Here am |, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”

The repeated account in Luke’s gospel is of someone who is
there in the background, always present, always noticing,
always reflecting. She is perhaps the first believer in Jesus
Christ, though we cannot be certain what she or any of the
followers of Jesus grasped at any particular point.

God’s calling for Mary was that she should be a mother. She
is called to be herself. She is betrothed to be married and
would have been expected to have children. God’s calling
does not always disrupt our lives in the ways we expect.



There was cost to obeying her calling, witnessing the death
of her son, and no doubt some considerable worry at other
points in his ministry. Nonetheless, the reward outweighed
the cost. Even in this life, Mary became a part of a new
family, the body of Christ.

When we consider our own calling, are we open to the
possibility that God may work through us in the very
ordinary things of life, our relationships with our family, our
friends, and our neighbours. Even in the activities that we
enjoy and already have some desire to undertake.

God works with us helping us to be more fully all that we
can be, more truly ourselves, helping us in turn to help
others to be all they can be too.

The image of Mary is, at some level, of an ordinary woman;
one of us. The powerful symbolism of Mary is that this
ordinary mother is at the heart of the followers of Jesus as
the new body of Christ explodes into life. A mother to
Saint John, perhaps a mother figure to many of the disciples,
perhaps even to us.

It is not always our extraordinary talents that God wants to
use; it is more often our very being, our ordinariness, our
shared humanity through which God chooses to work.

The work becomes all the more possible when, like Mary,
we ponder on all these things. In so doing we see God at
work in unexpected places, at unexpected times, and in
unexpected people and so, see where we might be called to
join in God’s work.

“Here am |, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.”



