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THE WAIKATO CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST PETER 
 

Te whare karakia matua o Pita Tapu ki Waikato 

September 2022 

C AT H E D R A L   N E W S   

Sat 17 September, 5pm 

Cantata Vespers 

 

Sun  25 September, 6pm 

Choral Evensong 

 

Every Thursday in term, 

10am 

Little Fishes 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES 

Monday - Friday, 9am 

Morning Prayer - Online 

Wednesday, 10am 

Holy Communion 

Friday, 12.10pm 

Eucharist in Te Re Maori 

Sunday, 8am 

Said Eucharist 

Sunday, 10am 

Choral Eucharist 

Cathedral Diary - September OFFICE HOURS 

Monday -Friday 

9am - 3pm 

 

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP 

Monday - Friday 

10am - 2pm 

Sunday 

11am - 12pm 

 

ADDRESS 

51 Victoria Street 

Hamilton New Zealand 

 

P: 07 839 4683 

E: admin@stpeter.org.nz 

Stpeter.org.nz 
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Message from the Mele 

A new season has dawned and we welcome once more the renewal of  
creation, a change in wardrobe, and the fresh aromas of spring. Spring  
reminds us of renewal, regrowth and anticipation. This season prompts us to re-examine the 
things that have been in hibernation this past season in preparation to follow God’s spirit 
anew on our journey.  
  

In my times of hibernation, I often find this time one of reminiscing. Being  
present to what comes up to the surface for me. This season it has been  
moments of the journey we took together this time last year. It was a significant time that re-
oriented our lives and the way we did church. Today, we found ourselves in a new place and 
formation. Last Sunday, I was invited to lead the service at St James for their spring festival. In 
my homily, I asked them these questions as a way of re-examining their journey: 
 

What do you hope for in this new season of your journey? 
How are we going in forming partnerships? (i.e. church, community,  

families) 
Where is God leading you today? 
 

The Apostle Paul encourages the Corinth church to examine themselves  
regularly to ensure they are strong in their faith. Today, this spiritual practice continues to en-
courage the faithful so that we don't get complacent or take things for granted on our faith 
journey. It can be practiced in different ways whether it is in the form of a small group at 
church, or simply over a coffee with your spiritual mentor. The more we practice this the more 
lighter we feel to go deeper and wider with Christ.  
 

A poem I leave with you as we anticipate and welcome in the new season with God: 
 

“Blessed are you, Spring, bright season of life awakening. 
You gladden our hearts with opening buds and returning leaves 
As you put on your robes of spendour. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring.  In you is life no death can destroy. 
As you exchange places with winter you harbour no unforgiving spirit 
For broken tree limbs and frozen buds. 
Blessed are you, Spring.  You open the closed buds of our despair 
As you journey with us to the flowering places. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring.  You invite us to sing songs 
To the frozen regions within and to bless the lessons of winter 
As we become your partner in a new dance. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring.  Like Jesus, standing before the tomb of Lazarus, 
You call us “Remove winter’s stone, come out, 
There is life here you have not yet tasted. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring, free gift of the earth. 
Without cost we gaze upon your glory. 
You are a gospel of good news for the poor and rich alike. 
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Blessed are you, Spring, your renewing rain showers and cathartic storms 
Nurture the potential that sleeps in Earth’s heart 
And in our earthen hearts. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring, season of resurrection, sacrament of promise. 
Like Jesus you rise up out of the darkness, 
Leaving around you a wake of new life. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring, miracle child of the four seasons. 
With your wand of many colours 
You work your magic in the corners of our darkness. 
 

Blessed are you, Spring, season of hope and renewal. 
Wordless poem about all within us that can never die. 
Each year you amaze us with the miracle of returning life.” 

By Joyce Rupp & Macrina Wiederkehr. 
 

Arohanui, 
Mele.  

 

Highlights from the August Vestry Meeting 
 

This Christmas, it is the turn of the Anglican church to run the community Christmas lunch. 
We need volunteers. Please let us know if you can help, In any way, large or small.  
 

We need to improve our safeguarding practices (the protection of children and vulnerable 
adults). Yvonne Hall will take a lead on this with Dean Julian, we may be leading the way for 
the diocese. 
 

Mele has decided that it is time for her to seek the next chapter of her ministry and is looking 
at chaplaincy roles in Auckland. We will make sure there is an opportunity to express our 
thanks to Mele.  
 

Please remember to report any health and safety issues. The plumber has finally been to look 
at our roof leaks. The court case has been uneventful with the police being a visible deterrent. 
  

Rosters are currently proving challenging with so much illness; thank you to all who have 
stepped in at short notice; please let us know if you are not able to fulfil your duties, it really 
helps.  
 

A visiting family, whose children joined junior church, expressed their appreciation for our 
welcome, inclusion, and support.  
 

We finally have the reports for our finances from Trust Management Limited, the diocesan  
accountants. Cash flow is alright though we have a significant deficit from the first half of the 
year. Our energy bill has nearly doubled due to the cost of gas.  
 

As a group, vestry recognise a strong need for succession planning. Interested in a particular 
role in the church? Come and talk to the dean, wardens or someone doing the role… we will 
be doing some shoulder tapping too but we don’t know everyone’s skills.   If you want to 
know more, vestry minutes are on our website! 
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Historically significant event at the Cathedral 
 

On Sunday October 9 around 1:00 pm a group of Ngati Maniapoto elders  
and  people will bring the revered kaitaka ( woven chiefly cloak ) of their  
famous nineteenth century paramount chief , Rewi Manga Maniapoto,   
into the cathedral to hand over to Archbishop Philip Richardson for him to care for.  
 

The kaitaka will then go onto the Orakau battle site to help com-
memorate the New Zealand Land Wars on Friday October 28 at 
10:30 am .  
 

The historic significance of this unique and remarkable  gesture is  
explained in the document (link on title page of this email).  Some 
hard copies will also  be available at the back of the cathedral.   
 

Come to this event if you wish.  Do let Vivienne know for numbers. 
You would need to be in the cathedral by 12:30 pm there is a lunch 
to follow.  
 

++ David Moxon  

Cathedral Workshops 

A real special THANK YOU to all those who turn  

up to help at our workshops, this is a wonderful 
way to have some “Non church” time with fellow 
members of our congregation and of course a  
great deal of work gets done around the  
Cathedral both inside and outside.  

 

We start with a cooked breakfast at 8am for those 
who want to join us early or turn up at 9am. Jobs 
are a little weather dependent and change to suit 
the climate but there is always a job for everyone. 
If there is something specific you want to do, even 
if its not on my list, that’s fine we would love to see 
you. 

 

The next workshop is Saturday 17th September 
then Saturday 15th October and Saturday 26th  

November. 

Any queries contact Warren (0274 66 55 07) or Viv 
in the office. 
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ST PETER'S JUNIOR CHURCH 
 

September is off to a great start! We kicked off this month by 
learning about Jesus' 12 Disciples, and what it means to be a 
Disciple. We also had a great time playing table tennis, and 
making Father's Day cards!   
 

We have some more exciting changes this month:  
 

Introducing our new Acolyte Activity Box - now acolytes will 
have their very own clipboards and activity sheets during the 
service, so they don't have to miss out on the fun of Young 
Church. 
 

I also have a new email address: youth@stpeter.org.nz 
Please send all inquiries to this address from now on. 
 

As always, if you, or someone you know is interested in help-
ing out with Young Church sessions, we would love to hear 
from you! We are hoping to get a roster going. 
 

Hope you are all having a great Spring! 
- Cecily xoxo 

 
 

Special Olympics 
 

Over 700 volunteers are going 

to be needed to assist the  

athletes and organisers. 

Everything from time keepers 

and distance measurers to  

inputting information and 

transport will be needed. 

mailto:youth@stpeter.org.nz
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CATHEDRAL MINISTRY TEAM 

The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins | 020 4124 6555 | deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz 

(Day off - Friday) 

The Rev'd Mele Prescott | 021 028 41156 | ap@stpeter.org.nz (Day Off - Monday) 

The Rev’d Canon Bryan Smith | 027 381 6119 | canon.bjsmith@yahoo.co.nz 

The Rev'd Robin Olds | (07) 854 6713 | 027 441 9292 | robinselby13@gmail.com 

The Rev’d Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz 

 

CATHEDRAL CONTACTS 

People’s Warden | Walter Crookes | (07) 843 8150 

Dean’s Warden | Bryan Bevege  |027 249 1818 

Hospital Chaplains | Rev'd Paul Weeding | Phone (07) 839 8899 

Cathedral Verger|  Dilip Kurien  |021 057 3897 

 

Director of Music 

Dr Rachael Griffiths-Hughes | 027 286 8779 | Rachael.griffiths-hughes@waikato.ac.nz 

 

BANK DETAILS 02-0316-0268898-000 stpeter.org.nz 


