Maundy Thursday — 17 April 2025

Message — Love, cleansing, and service

Creator, Redeemer, Giver of New Life, open our hearts
and minds to see others as you see them. Amen.

As | am fairly sure | said last year, tonight’s sermon is really
what is about to come, the foot washing and the Eucharist.
We have heard the biblical passages and we now undertake
two acts of profound symbolism. Act that are not a part of
our daily life though both would have been routine in during
Jesus’s lifetime.

Bread and wine were the staples of evening meals though
we are still left to wonder whether when Jesus said, ‘Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (I Cor | 1:25b),
he was referring to the cup of the Passover, shared once a
year, or the daily act of drinking wine at the evening meal.
Tonight, the answer doesn’t matter but the early church
seems to have found frequent remembrance most helpful.

These common place items, that sustained life, are given
new meaning in the hands of Christ. We have such a variety
of food and drink available to us, it is hard to see them or
any other food in the same light. No one food or drink has
the same significance today. So, we need to find new ways
of remembering God’s good gifts in our lives. What daily
actions that you already undertake might you give new
meaning to. We can go through life almost mindlessly; we
will get the most out of life if we look for God’s presence in



it, in both the common place and the extraordinary.

Many people take time out to be with God, but how do we
draw our recollection of God into our daily life. We may
give thanks for food; we may pray every time we leave our
home and every time we return, we might choose to have a
conversation with God while doing mundane or routine
tasks. The possibilities are endless, but they do take practice
and must be a conscious action at least to begin with. So
where and when might you remember God?

The symbolism of foot washing has likewise become alien to
us. It was the most menial of tasks. Many of us feel quite
unsure about letting anyone touch our feet. Though oddly
many hospices do a roaring trade in foot massages. So we
do see them as something special still. In Jesus day it was a
sign of honour and respect for the person who had their
feet washed. It would have been warmly welcomed at the
end of a long journey, often by foot, on dusty or muddy
roads.

And, Jesus does not just undertake the act of washing the
disciples’ feet but he dresses as a slave would dress. He
chooses to identify himself as the least among them in both
appearance and in action.

In this action Jesus is offering a gift of love to the disciples,
he is also symbolically washing them, cleansing them for the
meal they are about to have, and he is giving an example of
what it means to serve and to be served.

We are called to love to one another and love even our



enemy. All of us can undertake acts of service for others.
We have a vast array of gifts and talents as a community

that can be used to show love for one another. Jesus the
gifted teacher, now shows us that none of us are beyond
the simplest things that we can do for one another.

In Jesus’s response to Peter comes out the idea of our
needing to be washed clean but that it is not the whole of
our life that needs examining every day. As we grow in love
the core of our lives will show the love of God more and
more. Yet, for all of us, there will be areas of life where we
struggle to obey God’s will. These areas we need to
repeatedly bring before God. In so doing, we renew our
commitment to change and transformation.

Finally, and perhaps most obviously, Jesus’s actions show
what service looks like. And, thanks to Peter, we are
reminded that none of us are beyond needing to be served.
The command to love one another implies serving one
another: recognising when we need to serve and when we
need to be served.

As our service continues, let us reflect on these things, and
how we might live them out in our daily lives and as a
community so that we may be both light and salt to the
world. Amen. Amen.



