
The Eighth Sunday of ordinary time – 2 March 2025 

Message – a living example of love and non-judgement 

Creator, Redeemer, Giver of New Life, may we continue to 

grow in your likeness.   Amen. 

Our gospel reading today is the conclusion of the sermon 

on the plain, telling us how to live the life of an apostle, 

disciple, or any other follower of the way of Christ.  

Having announced the arrival of God’s new creation, with 

its blessings and woes, outlined the key qualities of life to be 

found in followers of the way, love and non-judgement, 

Jesus’ sermon concludes with how love and non-judgement 

are to be lived out.  

The how section is slightly longer than the what. One might 

expect a description of the qualities of a follower of the way 

to be extensive but the qualities are simple, love everyone, 

even your enemy, and be non-judgemental, gracious, 

forgiving, and generous. From these two qualities will flow 

the rest of our being as followers of the way.  

The how must match the what; the how must be loving 

and non-judgemental. The how is not a matter of a set of 

rules we can follow, rather Jesus embarks on a rapid fire 

round of illustrations to help us get the point.  

Our having heard the wonderful, good news, the gospel, 

there is both an imperative and a desire to share it. We can 

only share what we have ourselves received. We can only 

guide people towards what we have ourselves fully 

understood. If we are spiritually blind, we cannot guide 



others in the way of the spirit, the walk with God. We can 

only teach others of the way of love and non-judgement as 

far as we are able to live it out in our own lives.  

As we contemplate this, we will recognise that the church 

too often makes the news because it falls so far short of 

being loving and non-judgemental and other parts of the 

church are shockingly slow to speak out against actions that 

cannot be considered loving or non-judgemental.  

It is a uncomfortable; in order to show love to one group, 

we must be judgemental towards another. Love for others 

does not mean that we do not confront them nor stand in 

opposition to them. We are called to show love for all, 

which at times means naming others’ actions when they fail 

to be loving and non-judgemental. And, yes, I am thinking of 

the hateful behaviour of members of Destiny Church’s ‘man 

up’ program at the pride and rainbow event in Auckland. 

The voice of followers of the way of Jesus saying, ‘this is not 

the way’, is missing in action. That could of course be 

because the media no longer see any part of the church as 

relevant in a public context. Yet, the churches should at 

least be speaking out to their own members. These events 

will have affected many of their own members, including 

members of our own church community. 

It is impossible for the church to respond to every news 

item. Yet, the sermon on the plain gives us clear values that 

we are called to live by and be ready to speak to. We are 

called to be a loving, non-judgemental community that is 

what every church community should be known for.  

I find the next example Jesus gives an interesting one. It is 



not entirely true that a disciple cannot be greater than their 

teacher. The gifts that each of us are given and the work of 

the Holy Spirit mean that sometimes, we may be privileged 

to be a part of the spiritual journey of someone who will far 

exceed our own achievements.  

The ultimate teacher is God: we can safely say no human is 

going to be greater than God. However, if we link the logic 

of the blind leading the blind to this story, we see that this 

is an encouragement for us to be all that we can be so that 

we can help others to be all they can be.  

On a few occasions, I have been privileged to assist people 

on their spiritual journey where so far as I can tell, they are 

far further along the journey than I will ever be. To me, it 

seems that they have done all the work and I have just held 

a space for them. Yet, perhaps that is what it means to be 

loving and non-judgemental. On the occasions when we are 

loving and non-judgemental, God is able to do more 

wonderful things through us than we might ever imagine.  

The speck and the log create a vivid image. It is an image 

that has really stuck with me even from my childhood. For 

those who have not realised, I am a perfectionist. I deal with 

criticism particularly badly because I grew up believing that I 

had to get everything right in order to be loved. You will, 

on a bad day, find that I can be quite critical of others. That 

which you hear externalised is nothing to the self-criticism 

of my internal monologue.  

Because God has a sense of humour, by preference, I am 

neither ordered nor do I naturally pay attention to detail. 

This is not a good combination for a perfectionist. If you 



find me being critical, or too perfectionistic, I find it really 

helpful if you can make a joke of it. It’s hard to get defensive 

when the humour of what you are doing is pointed out! 

There will be occasions when we need to give feedback to 

one another, there are kind ways of doing it.  

More often resisting the urge to try to remove the speck 

from other people’s eyes is what we should be doing. It is 

far easier to see the mistakes of others than to see our own 

mistakes. Yet, the most effective path to teaching love and 

non-judgement is to live it out for others to see. This 

requires recognising our logs and the many perspectives to 

which we are blind. Realising our own blindness is the first 

and essential step to removing those logs.  

If we are working to remove those logs, our life will start to 

bear good fruit. None of us are entirely a good tree or a 

bad tree. We are a mixture. The question is which will we 

cultivate, which we feed and nourish.  

It is hard to give up bad habits unless there is something to 

take their place. If we are aware of a part of our live that 

needs transformation, can we find an alternative way of 

being and pursue that. The more we invest in the person 

we want to be the more we will become that person, for 

good or for evil. If we put our energy in to loving and being 

non-judgemental, our lives will bear good fruit because 

there will be far less room for the bad fruit. It’s as simple, 

and as hard, as that.  

Finally, Jesus invites us to consider the nature of the 

foundations of our life. How deep are our foundations. 

Being loving and non-judgemental cannot just be a surface 



dressing. To last and survive the storms of life being loving 

and non-judgemental must be the deep foundations.  

Digging to spiritual depths is every bit as hard work as 

digging to physical depths. We do not always choose to go 

there. It can be the hardest times of our lives that really 

help us to create those deep foundations but, hard work, 

we can also intentionally seek those same depths.  

Learning about our inner world can seem like navel gazing. 

However, done with purpose, it is what will enable us to 

truly invite Christ into every part of our lives so that we are 

loving and non-judgemental in all things at all times. In the 

life of Jesus Christ, we see all of these lessons brought 

together in the way of the cross.  

Jesus knew himself and knew the way of God. It was the 

way of love and non-judgement, excepting those who had 

already judged others and believed themselves better than 

others. Today’s gospel passage’s lengthy summary of how 

we are to be loving and non-judgemental, shows us that our 

first priority is to be a living example of love and 

non-judgement. And, only when we are sure we can see 

clearly might we offer to help others.  

A community focused on becoming living examples of loving 

everyone, even our enemy, and being non-judgemental, 

gracious, forgiving, and generous, would be a community to 

which others would be drawn. Jesus calls us to live out that 

vision, to be such a community, so that other may know the 

love and grace of God, here and everywhere, now and 

forever. 


