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Message from Rev’d Mele

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I want to begin with words of Thanksgiving: 

Firstly, for the ministry and leadership of Dean Wendy Scott in her time 
at St Peter. Also giving thanks for Graeme’s ministry with the children 
and wider community as well. I believe they have prepared the way and  
exposed us to the potential and greatness of Pukerangiora moving  
forward into the 21st Century. As we bid farewell to Dean Wendy, Graeme 
and the whānau later this month we give thanks to God for their time, gifts,  
teachings and the blessings they have left us with. 

In early December, the Rev’d Blythe Cody will be ordained to the  
Priesthood. We rejoice and give thanks to God for the discernment of  
Blythe’s ordained ministry in Aotearoa New Zealand as well as her  
tremendous contribution to the life and leadership of the Cathedral at this time. Would you please pray together 
with me for Blythe & her children as they prepare for this next part in their journey. 

I rejoice with those amongst us who have and will celebrate significant milestones and birthdays during this time. 
We remember Tas and Shirley Scott who will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in December, our children 
who have had a birthday during lockdown, and we also remember those who have celebrated special milestones 
as well. Hard as it has been not to share and express words of joy and love to you in person, know that I hold you 
in my thoughts and aroha at this time. 

Lastly, I give thanks to God for each and every one of you! Staying connected and looking after one another is  
crucial and precious at this time. We have been able to hold together, and adapt to new ways of doing life 
and work at the Cathedral. Living in a pandemic is not normal. Our sense of normality and the way of life is  
unpredictable. Nonetheless, God remains the same and is close to us when we draw nearer. That is enough to keep 
us moving the best that we can in these uncertain times. 
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Advent & Christmas Campaign 2021

I am very excited to announce the Advent and Christmas 
Campaign for 2021. The collaboration of this work has 
been done by staff and the ministry teams who have 
already begun and will continue the work to launch it 
on the first Sunday of Advent. 

In the wake of this enduring pandemic, our world 
and the life of the Church as we know it is in great  
mourning. Each and every one of us is and has been 
affected by this. The disruptions, uncertainties, and 
pressures of this epidemic has mentally, spiritually, and 
emotionally left us all in some way or another, a deep 
state of anxiety and a sense of homelessness. 

As the season of Advent and Christmas draws near, 
our campaign this year aims to bring about a God  
focus and light to these uncertain times. As we journey  
together into this season of anticipation and  
preparation, our prayer for you is that you discern and 
secure your dwelling place in the Good News of the 
Christ Child. 

‘Navigating Home this Christmas’ is our Advent and 
Christmas 2021 campaign. This is based on the birth of 
Jesus from the Gospel of St. Luke. In particular, where 
the angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds and 
says to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the  
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.”

Throughout Advent, there will be specific signs that we 
will look at each week to help inform and guide the way 
we navigate our hearts to God this Christmas.

•	 Advent 1 – Hope 
# 1 - Bethlehem | Birthplace, our starting point. 

•	 Advent 2 - Peace 
#2 - Bands of cloth | Wrappings of security and
manaakitanga-hospitality

•	 Advent 3 - Joy 
#3 - Manger | Holding together the sustenance 
we need

•	 Advent 4 - Love 
#4 - Baby | New Life, Hope, and Love

•	 Christmas: Home  
the Christ child | Te Ahi Kā, a Maori concept: 
burning fires of occupation/keeping the home 
fires burning.  

Kia noho a Ihowā ki a koutou. Mā Ihowā koe e manaaki. 
The Lord be with you. The Lord bless you, as we  
Navigate Home this Christmas!

With God, and with one another, we will persevere and 
rise from this. 

Tu’a ofa atu, 
Rev. Mele
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Greetings one and all. The blessings of heaven 
be upon you.

It has to be acknowledged, the frustration 
we are all feeling in amongst this topsy-turvy 
COVID world. Not being able to see friends and 
loved ones as freely as we are used to and we 
would like, is placing a strain on us all. We can 
only trust that in the long run we will have been 
safer for it and we will come out of it still being 
able to greet our friends and loved ones, not 
having lost them due to this pandemic.

Even though we are being disrupted constantly, 
it is gratifying to know that a dedicated team 
is still working in behind the scenes at the 
cathedral, making sure on-line services are 
still available, pastoral care is being attended  
to, administration is not falling behind PLUS 
forward planning for the Earthquake strength-
ening project that looms before us. Our heart 
felt thanks and admiration goes out to all  
involved.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we hope and 
pray you will all stay safe and well. We look  
forward to being able to welcome back into the  
cathedral in the very near future.

Kindest regards

Bryan Bevege  Walter Crookes
Dean’s Warden  Peoples Warden

Message from 
the Wardens RACHAEL GRIFFITHS-HUGHES 

There is not a lot of visible (audible!) musical activity 
to report on from the music team at the moment,  
unfortunately. A lot of preparation has been happening, 
‘just in case,’ but ultimately it has all been shelved for 
now. None of our four choirs are meeting, but music lists  
continue to be made, services continue to be planned and 
cantata manuscripts continue to be transcribed. From our  
bubbles we can still celebrate significant events for 
our musicians: a house sold and bought; a first paper  
accepted to a conference; a wedding anniversary; a hip 
replaced (!); a dog acquired. 

Despite this, the Cathedral choir members are still 
very diligently recording their hymn parts, and Eon is  
recording organ music at his home for the weekly online  
services. Although there are numerous, beautiful services  
available online, from well-resourced Cathedrals all 
around the world, our modest offerings ‘by our people, 
for our people’ warm my heart each week. The task for 
the next few weeks is to come up with some creative 
ways to keep music in our upcoming Advent services, in 
whatever form they may take, and to hope and pray that 
we will be able to have some Christmas services in our 
church.

Music Report
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We have lost three workshops to Covid, 

so I am looking forward to getting them 

started again as soon as we get to a 

level or traffic light that permits it. We 

have two dates scheduled for  

November as previously advertised.

CAPITAL WORKS
Despite our slightly gloomy outlook we are start-
ing a refurbishment of the centre.

Stage One is to redo the three toilets and the back 
corridor leading to them. All toilets and urinals will 
be upgraded, benches and plumbing upgraded, 
lighting and electrics upgraded, new floor covering 
all paint and varnish redone. This will start as soon 
as we can secure materials and get contractors on 
site.

Sound System in Cathedral
We have been looking at a system that will improve 
the quality and clarity of sound in the Cathedral and 
be more versatile than what we have at the moment. 
The quote is just under $20,000 but is not in our  
budget for this year. If you would like to  
contribute to this project, we will progress the job 
once we have a good portion of the cost in kitty.
If you are interested, please contact: 
Warren (warren@stpeter.org.nz ) or 
Bryan Bevege (bryanbevs@hotmail.com)

Little Fishes has only been able to meet twice 

since mid-August due to various levels of 

Lockdown. The parents have been able to  

access the music list via Spotify in the  

meantime.  We were all very pleased to see each 

other when we met again in Mid-September and to  

welcome some new babies and their parents.  

Each week we wait, hoping that we can start again 

and all feeling a bit disappointed when we can’t.   

Little Fishes is well supported by a group of  

helpers, all of whom have had both their  

vaccinations for Covid. Despite the gaps in  

contact we are in good heart and looking forward 

to singing and dancing together soon.
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Prayer when hope seems hard 
to find
THE REV’D BLYTHE CODY

 

 

These are vulnerable days for all of us. Confronted  
by mortality. Surrounded by too much of our own 
thoughts and the world’s bad news and separated from 
those we love, we can start to feel that hope is a thin 
strand in danger of breaking if we tug too hard on it.  
 
The term vulnerable comes from a Latin word 
meaning  “to wound.” The truth is that we are  
indeed wound-able. We can be hurt or even  
broken, in our bodies, our minds, and in our souls. 
Not one of us escapes this kind of vulnerability;  
we carry it with us until the day we breathe our  
last breath. 
 
There are times, though, that this being  
woundable, this vulnerability, pushes to the surface 
of our consciousness, threatening to take the 
place of hope and peace in our life. Sometimes  
vulnerability chokes our prayers when we need them 
the most.
 
How do you pray when your vulnerability, your  
woundable self and your wounded self cannot  
summon the words to talk to God? How do you  
keep coming to God when it feels like hope has  
been drained and all you can do is just wait for events 
to run their course? 
 
In the midst of our sadness, our fear, our acute  
vulnerability, we need words that will contain our 
sadness and our fear. We need comfort, but we don’t 
need the kind of comfort that pretends everything is 
safe and fine and all right with the world. We need 
to find a way to speak to God in the darkness of our 
anxiety and our vulnerability, when we feel doubt 
and when have been let down by those we trusted.  
 

Night Prayer is filled with just such prayers. Night 
prayer is meant to be prayed in the dark; the words 
of the prayers are a light we can hold until the dawn  
arrives. They remind us that we are not alone, we are 
part of a community of God’s beloved humanity. The 
words in these prayers can help us through times  
when prayer is painfully difficult, the dawn of a  
new beginning seems far off, and our fear seems to be 
closing in on us. 
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The following is from  
A New Zealand Prayer Book Night Prayer: 

 
Dear God, 

Thank you for all that is good, for our  
creation and our humanity, for the  

stewardship you have given us of this  
planet earth, for the gifts of life and of  

one another, for your love which  
is unbounded and eternal

O thou, most holy and beloved,

My Companion, my Guide upon the way

Taku whetu marama I te po /  
my bright evening star

We repent the wrongs we have done:

Silence

We have wounded your love.

O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness.

Light of the world transfigure us.

We forget that we are your home.

Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Eternal Spirit, living God,

in whom we live and move  
and have our being,

all that we are, have been,  
and shall be is known to you,

to the very secret of our hearts

and all that rises to trouble us.

Living flame, burn into us,

cleansing wind, blow through us, 

fountain of water, well up within us,

that we may love and praise in deed  
and in truth. 

Psalm 121

I will lift my eyes to the mountains,  
but where shall I find help?

From you alone, O God, does my help come,  
creator of the ever changing hills. 

You will not let me stumble on the rough pathways, 

You care for me and watch over me without ceasing. 

I am sure that the Guardian of my people  
neither slumbers nor sleeps.

The God of all nations keeps watch,  
like a shadow spread over me.

So the sun will not strike me by day, nor the moon by night.

You will defend me in the presence of evil,  
you will guard my life.

You will defend my going out and my coming in,  
this day and always. 

Be present, Spirit of God,

Within us, your dwelling place and home,

that this house may be one where 

all darkness is penetrated by your light,

all troubles calmed by your peace,

all evil redeemed by your love,

all pain transformed in your suffering,

and all dying glorified in your risen life. Amen.
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Our nearest Saint
The Tarore story as shared on  
Sunday the 17th of October in 
the cathedral liturgy.

PART 1

In an open field just outside the Piako village of  

Waharoa there is a small grave surrounded by a white 

picket fence. A white cross adorns the resting place of 

a twelve-year-old girl who was martyred nearby in the 

year 1836. Around this grave, being the traditional site 

of the great Ngāti Hauā Pā of Matamata and adjacent 

to the large Māori settlement of Tāpiri in a previous 

age, there have been ordinations and many pilgrimages 

over the years. A steady trickle of people, Māori,  

Pākehā, of all sorts, make their way to this place. Why? 

The name of the girl is Tārore. She died bearing Te 

Rongopai a Ruka, the Gospel according to Saint Luke 

in Māori, amongst her own Ngāti Hauā people and the 

people of Tauranga Moana.From about the age of seven 

she had been taught to read and write Māori through 

the medium of Te Rongopai a Ruka, the first gospel and 

the first ever book to be translated and distributed in 

the Māori language. Her tutor was Charlotte Brown of 

the Church Missionary Society who, with her husband 

Alfred Nesbitt Brown, had established a school at the  

Matamata Pā in 1835. Right is an early photo of Te Wai 

o Turongo at nearby Waharoa.

ARCHBISHOP SIR DAVID MOXON
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Although this educational mission only remained for a year and closed for safety reasons narrated below, it  

lasted long enough for Tārore to become a very able pupil. Tārore’s great uncle, the Ngāti Hauā paramount 

chief Tarapīpipi Te Waharoa, had been baptised with the name Wiremu Tāmihana and had also learned to speak, 

read and write fluent English as well as use written Māori to great effect.

“Ki a koe anō i mōhio o tōu  
tamarikitanga ake, ki ngā karaipi-
ture tapu, ko ngā mea ērā e whai  

mātauranga ai koe, e ora ai,  
i runga i  

te whakapono ki a Karaiti Īhu.

“From childhood you have known  
the sacred writings that are able  

to instruct you for salvation 
through  

Charlotte had been very well educated as a  

teacher in England and brought her considerable skills 

to the mission schools she helped to begin and run. She 

imported the first piano.

Wiremu Tāmihana later became the greatest  

political letter writer and statesman of the  

country as a whole in the nineteenth century,  

pursuing a mutual sovereignty with the British crown 

and a Māori King from 1858.

Tārore’s father, Wiremu Ngākuku, became a  

catechist and lay evangelist amongst his  

people, and encouraged Tārore to read and  

narrate the new-found faith. It is said that crowds 

of Ngāti Hauā would gather to listen to the 

great poignancy and novelty of the parables and  

messages from Luke’s gospel which were recited 

from written Māori for the first time. It must have 

been a remarkable scene of mutual fascination. The 

second Epistle of Timothy Chapter 3, verse 15 had  

laid down the foundation of Tārore’s education:

Our nearest saint
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Our nearest saint

The ground-breaking work of Kenneth E. Bailey’s  

Jesus through middle eastern eyes: cultural  

studies in the gospels has been crucial in drawing  

out the dramatic cultural and linguistic creativity  

and impact of the parables in their Aramaic  

language-telling by Jesus.  For example:

The parable of the great feast in Luke 14:15-24 

could well have resonated immediately with Māori  

experience of the open and inclusive custom of kai 

hākari, communal feasting. 

The parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32 could 

well have resonated with Māori experience of the  

primacy of whānau and family above all. 

The parable of the sower in Luke 8:4-15 could 

well have resonated with a people who depended  

on their very sustenance from the successful  

cultivation of crops from the earth.

It has been argued that, with this in mind, there 

are several parallels between Māori ways of  

thinking and living and the Aramaic language 

and lifestyle of Jesus of Nazareth. When Tārore, 

Ngākuku, and Wiremu Tāmihana, first shared 

the parables in Māori amongst Ngāti Hauā, the  

effect on the listening audience could well have had  

parallels with the first dramatic gospel messaging 

by parable of Jesus of Nazareth 1900 years before. 

In Te Rongopai a Ruka there is a clear emphasis on 

the compassion and justice of Jesus’ message. The 

author of the gospel and the community that received 

and worked with his writings, placed a special emphasis 

on a practical and down-to-earth expression of the  

universal love of God in Christ. The parables, in  

particular, seem to be very clear witnesses to radical 

demonstrations of unexpected love. This way of  

communicating a new faith had its own drama and 

immediate effect.
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Our nearest saint

It has also been argued that there is a  

significant linguistic parallel between the  

language style of Jesus and Māori ways 

of speaking. In both languages there is no  

verb ‘to be’ in the present tense, which means that 

both ways of expression are very process or verb  

oriented. The emphasis is on what is  

happening rather than defining moments with  

nouns. This gives Jesus’ way of speaking a flow of  

action rather than a more philosophical turn of phrase. 

He is interested in what is coming through in the  

action, in what is happening, rather than a detached  

description of the categories involved. 

This is also similar, in some ways, to Māori forms 

of expression. Both languages, although with 

their own unique development and integrity,  

often see experience holistically and dynamically,  

before it is analysed into its parts. Experience is  

described as greater than the sum of its parts and is  

in continuous inter-relationship with every other  

dynamic around. Earth, sea and sky, people, tribe and 

language, an individual, a happening and a message,  

are all deeply interdependent in the here and now. 

 

This can be seen very clearly in Aramaic terms when Jesus is asked in Luke’s gospel chapter 7 verse 18 if he is the 

Messiah, and he replies with this typical Aramaic and similarly Māori way of thinking:

“Ā, ka kōrerotia ēnei mea katoa ki a Hoani e āna ākonga.  

Nā ka karangatia e Hoani ētahi o āna ākonga tokorua, ka tonoa ki te Ariki,  

mea ai, “ko koe rānei tērā e haere mai ana? Me tatari rānei tātou ki tētahi atu?”

Ā, nō te taenga mai o aua tāngata ki a ia, ka mea “kua tonoa mai māua e Hoani 

Kaiiriiri ki a koe, mea ai, Ko koe rānei tērā e haere mai ana?  

Me tatari rānei tātou ki tētahi atu?”

I taua wā pū anō he tokomaha te hunga i whakaorangia e ia i ngā tūrorotanga,  

i ngā mate, i ngā wairua kino; he tokomaha ngā matapō i meinga kia kite.

 Ā, ka whakahoki ia, ka mea ki a rāua, “Haere, kōrerotia ki a Hoani ngā mea e 

kite nei, e rongo nei kōrua; ko ngā matapō e titiro ana,  

ko ngā kopa e haereere ana, ko ngā rerepa kua mā, ko ngā turi e rongo ana,  

ko ngā tūpāpaku e whakaarahia ana, 
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Our nearest saint

treasure with a life of its own, from hapu to hapu and 

iwi to iwi. It was often a by Māori, with Māori, for Māori 

process.  

The way of thinking here is clearly verb  

orientated, based on what is happening and the 

interrelationship of happenings and contexts. It’s also 

a clear example of the Lukan emphasis on healing and 

wholeness as the central reality of the mission of the 

Messiah, and the incoming Kingdom of God in Christ. 

When Wiremu Tāmihana, Ngākuku and Tārore  

narrated parts of Luke’s gospel in Māori at the  

Matamata Pā, in a totally by Māori for Māori  

context, the message would have resonated in thought 

form as well as its appeal to a new form of compassion 

and hope. 

This also partly explains why Te Rongopai, the  

Gospel itself, eventually spread so quickly and  

easily across ngā Iwi Māori, the Māori tribes, all 

over Aotearoa, often beyond Pākehā mediation.  

Te Rongopai seemed to spread as a taonga and  

“The disciples of John reported all these things to him.  

So John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask,  

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”

When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to 

ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”

Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and 

he had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered them, “Go and tell 

John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 

the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good 

news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.”
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Our nearest saint

The process closely resembled the natural  

scattering of seed on good soil, as the parable  

of the sower describes it in the gospel according  

to Saint Matthew chapter 13 verses 1 to 23, 

the gospel according to Saint Mark chapter 4  

verses 1 to 20 and the gospel according to  

Saint Luke chapter 8 verses 4 to 15.

There are some parallels with this kind of fruit-

fulness in the story of another gospel-bearing  

girl, Rotu of Ngāti Rongo at Rūātoki, over two  

generations later. Rotu’s father Numia Kereru Te  

Ruakariata, the local Ngāi Tuhoe chief, sent her to  

Hukarere Anglican Girls’ School for her education 

in 1903. From there she was baptised and sent to a  

mission in Whakarewarewa where she honed her  

education and faith-based skills. 

Rotu then returned to Rūātoki and with  

Deaconess Kathleen Doyle, planting the seeds 

of the gospel amongst Ngāti Rongo. The same  

cultural gospel appeal must have been operating as at 

Waharoa; the mission flourished and resulted in many 

baptisms and confirmations at the expanding mission 

house, which is there for the same purpose to this day. 

A church building had also been planted in 1917. Rotu’s  

father’s grave lies beside it, marked by a fitting  

monument. 

Rotu’s life story became very different than Tārore’s 

though; she later married and had a family. Her  

mission passed naturally and effectively to the Revd 

Peni Hakiwai who planted ngā purapura pai, the good 

seeds of the Gospel, as far as Whakatāne.  

By contrast, in 1836, the danger to Tārore and her 

family from inter-tribal conflict with the Te Arawa 

people from Rotorua intensified for the community  

at Matamata and the Christian mission. A small  

party set out from the Matamata mission for the safer 

mission site at Tauranga. 

to be continued in the next Cathedral News...
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WARREN TURNWALD

Hopefully everyone has been phoned at least once during lockdown by a 
Vestry member. We believe this is a very important responsibility to care 
for our people, particularly when we are not able to meet regularly, but it is 
very hard for a small group of people to do. We would like to formalise this 
process and are calling for a group of volunteers to assist us.

TIER ONE
The process is initiated from the Cathedral office  

who will call or email 5 people.

TEIR TWO
Those 5 people will ring 6 people each.

TEIR THREE
We now have 30 people who each ring 6 people a total of 180 people.

A total of 216 people will have been contacted with no one having to call 
more than 6 people. Nos. can be adjusted to fit the total number of families 
or individuals to be contacted.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 30 PEOPLE TO BE THE TIER THREE CALLERS 
WHO WILL EACH RING 5 OR 6 PEOPLE.

If you are interested, register with Viv in the office and we will organise a 
get together to plan the process and share resources. We would envisage 
calling every one or two months.

Phone Tree & Finances

I have been asked how are the Cathedral’s finances holding up through Covid?
Here is a quick summary for the 9 months to 30th September:
• We are $36,000 under budget on our 9-months income
• Two main areas of concern 

- Giving Income is $7,000 under budget. Our cash giving last month was $205 and our envelope giving   
   was $270, both because we are not at church 
- Our investment income is under budget by $20,000. Our investments are in a property fund with a mix     
of retail building and wholesale commercial buildings 
- Those giving by Direct Credit are certainly keeping us afloat – Thank you 
- Once we get back to church, I am hoping for an influx of envelopes

• Our saving grace is that our expenses are also well under budget (by $80,000) 
- Some of this related to Seismic strengthening which we have not advanced as yet but there will be some 
   expenditure in this area before year end 
- We had planned a loss so in fact at this point our loss is less than our budgeted loss

• We certainly have some concerns but at this point we are confident the situation is not disastrous, it will just 
be another tough year for us, as it is for most others



Cathedral Ministry Team

During the Dean’s absence, The Most Rev’d Sir David Moxon 

will have the Bishop’s oversight of the Cathedral.

If you have any queries, please contact the Wardens in the first instance.

The Rev'd Mele Prescott | 021 028 41156 | ap@stpeter.org.nz

The Rev’d Canon Bryan Smith | 027 381 6119 | canon.bjsmith@yahoo.co.nz

The Rev'd Robin Olds | (07) 854 6713 | 027 441 9292 | robinselby13@gmail.com

The Rev’d Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz

Deacons

The Rev'd Blythe Cody | 021 065 8963 | blythe@stpeter.org.nz

Cathedral Contacts

People’s Warden | Walter Crookes | (07) 843 8150

Dean’s Warden | Bryan Bevege | 027 249 1818

Hospital Chaplain | Julian Perkins | (07) 839 8899 (ask for the Chaplain)

Cathedral Verger | Dilip Kurien | 021 057 3897

Director of Music

Dr Rachael Griffiths-Hughes | 027 286 8779 | rachael.griffiths-hughes@waikato.ac.nz 

Digital Communications Director

Eon Malan | 022 089 1981 | comms@stpeter.org.nz

Bank Details 02-0316-0268898-000 stpeter.org.nz

We have received new stock for the Christmas season!

- Christmas Cards from $4 each

- A range of nativity sets

- Candles

- Jewelery

- and more...

Cathedral Shop

Contact Min at:

shop@stpeter.org.nz

Cathedral Shop

$189
ONLY ONE AVAILABLE 

https://www.stpeter.org.nz
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