ORDINARY SUNDAY 11 YEAR A 2008
In the name….

There's a wonderful legend about Saint Francis, the kindly thirteenth century monk who founded the Society of St Francis.  
The story goes that one day he informed his brethren that he planned to go into the nearby village on a preaching mission. He invited a novice to go along with him. On their way, they passed an injured man and Francis promptly stopped, saw to the poor fellow's needs and arranged medical care for him. 
They went on and soon passed a homeless man who was near starvation. Again, Francis stopped his journey and ministered to the hungry, homeless man. 
So it went, through the day: people in need, Francis lovingly caring for them as best he could until the sun was low in the sky. He told his novice friend it was now time for them to return to the monastery for evening prayers. But the young man said, "Father, you said we were coming to town to preach to the people." Francis smiled. Then he said, "My friend, that's what we've been doing all day."
If I were to ask you what the word ‘evangelism meant’ how would you answer? 

For many people Evangelism means making other people into Christians, telling them about the good news, converting them to Christ….?
For some people in the Anglican Church, ‘evangelism’ is the focus whole focus of their life as a Church. For others the word and the idea of evangelism almost seems to be anathema because it has with it the implication of trying to force other people to become Christian. 

I recall when I was in theological college at Melbourne University, I would walk through the campus and young enthusiastic Christian zealots would come up to me and ask, ‘are you saved?’, I usually answered No, just to be perverse. 

I must admit I do have difficulty with that sort of aggressive, in your face, confrontational evangelisation, because it says to others, you should be like me because I am saved. The implication of this being that those who are not saved are somehow less, not as good as those who are saved. That is certainly not how Christ treated people. In fact Jesus was constantly confronted by those who thought of themselves as the redeemed and holy people of God, the only people who felt they could stand in the Temple justified. These were of course the Pharisees, and we know how Jesus felt about what they taught.
But the fact is that all of us, who are Christian are called to evangelise. 
But there are many different ways of going about it. 

Personally, I must say I like St Francis’ approach, and it is the approach I adopted when I was working in the prisons on HK. It was more by my persistent visiting and caring for the men in that prison that they learned about the love of God, because once people sense, once people feel the love of God, their lives will be changed, they will be converted, converted to a new relationship, a relationship of love.

Only last Wednesday several members of the Vestry of St Peters were at the opening of Te Whakaruruhau, the new Maori Women’s refuge at 1190 Victoria Street. Our partnership with the Maori’ Women Shelter Trust and our financial underpinning of the programme that they offer is a tangible sign to many in our community of the love which the people of this Cathedral Church has, not only for the women and children who are cared for in that centre, but of the wider community. This is truly God’s love in action in our community, and it is you, the people of this Church that have allowed that to happen. 
The same is true of the many programmes offered by the Anglican Action team, they also reach out in love to the most needy in our community, as does the work carried out by the chaplains and other clergy in our hospitals, our chaplains to the uniformed services such as the fire brigade, St John Ambulance and the police. Those who minister in the rest and retirement homes around this city and those who visit the lonely and bereaved.  There are so many avenues that we can proclaim the love of God through our actions, and I know that many of you carry out wonderful work in God’s name. 
Our gospel for today reminds us that the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. There is always more work to do and when we have done that, there will still be more to do. 
I hope today that each and every one of you who carry out God’s work feel blessed and empowered in your ministry as the work you are carrying out is God’s own work, the work God wants his people to do and the work which God needs us to do in partnership with him. 
What we hear in the story about St Francis is evangelism at its most faithful. Ministering to people in their need. Not focused on numerical growth, or adding to one's own conversion score sheet, or winning acclaim within the community. (Unlike some other churches we do not pay to advertise our deeds, we just get on and do them.) That is what God wants. God wants us to care for each other, to care for the weakest and most vulnerable in the community and to proclaim his love through both our words and our actions. 
For me, and I hope for you, evangelism is sharing the love of God in a real way among God's people.
