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ministry plan
for
children and youth
at the
waikato cathedral church of st peter

The Objects of the Ministry Plan

1. To ensure the involvement of children/youth in the life of the Cathedral.

2. To develop and foster a strong youth/children’s ministry.

3. To identify youth/children’s sub-ministries.

4. To identify the interests and needs of the youth/children’s ministry and each sub-ministry.

5. To document and co-ordinate a plan to ensure that the youth/children’s ministry and sub-ministries are delivered.

The Youth/Children’s Ministry

6. The youth/children’s ministry is servicing the Christian needs of children parishioners.

7. To provide pastoral care to youth/children.

8. The youth/children’s ministry consists of the following sub-ministries:

(a) Baptism (to the extent it relates to children and youth);

(b) Confirmation (to the extent it relates to children and youth);

(c) Infants;

(i) Music and movement;

(d) Sunday School;

(i) Ages 5 – 10;

(ii) Ages 10 – 16.

(e) Crucifers and Acolytes.

(f) Bell Ringers (to the extent it relates to children and youth).

(g) Children’s Choir.

(h) Youth Group (ten and older);

(i) Friday night Social;

(ii) Sunday night discussion group.

(i) The Family Service.

The Sub-Ministries

9. Baptism – For parents who choose to baptise their children, education about baptism for the parents or child.

10. Confirmation – For parents and children who choose to undertake confirmation classes.

11. Infants:

(a) Providing a ministry for infants requires the Cathedral to provide a ministry to parents which is mindful of the needs of the parents.

(b) Providing in the Cathedral during the Choral Eucharist:

(i) A welcoming environment for families with young children including but not limited to:

(1) Welcomers directing parents to facilities available for infants;

(2) Welcomers ensuring that children’s areas are prepared for family services by ensuring toys, table, paper and pencils available and ready;

(3) Welcomers ensuring parents know where the toilets are.

(ii) A dedicated area at the rear of the Cathedral for children under 5 and their parents.

(c)
Providing music and movement to mothers with infants / toddlers:

(i)
To provide Christian fellowship to mothers;

(ii)
To provide post-natal fellowship to mothers;

(iii) Providing pastoral care to parents;

(iv) To provide an introduction to families and mothers to the Cathedral.

(d)
Providing pastoral care to parents.

(e)
To foster fellowship amongst parents.

12. Sunday School:

(a) To have a Sunday School during the Choral Eucharist service run during the school term;

(b) To teach the children the Christian message through classes taught by volunteer teachers using Seasons of the Spirit; Roots on the Web;
(c) To divide the Sunday School classes into the following approximate age groups:

(i) 5 – 10;

(ii) 10 and older

and provide teachers with fellowship, and teaching techniques suitable for the age of the group;

(d) To ensure that the Sunday School teachers are resourced to deliver the Sunday School classes;

(e) To provide a nativity play at Christmas time;

(f) To prepare for the children’s service;

(g) To foster fellowship amongst the children.

13. Crucifers and Acolytes:

(a) To involve children/youth in the church services;

(b) To ensure that children/youth accept responsibility for aspects of the service;

(c) To ensure that children/youth are integral in delivering a service to the parishioners who attend to the Choral Eucharist;

(d) To foster fellowship amongst the children/youth.

14. Bell Ringers:

(a) To recognise the place of bell ringers and bell ringing in the life of the Cathedral;

(b) To ensure the proper use and care of hand bells, church bells and belfries;

(c) To encourage the art and science of Change Ringing.

15. The Family Service:

(a) To provide family services on the 5th Sunday of the month;

(b) To have a service by the children for the children and the congregation;

(c) To foster understanding of the Anglican Liturgy;

(d) To emphasise with parishioners that the children/youth are an important part of the congregation;

(e) To assist with providing a welcoming environment to families within the Anglican tradition;

(f) To foster fellowship amongst the children / youth.

16. Children’s Choir:

(a) To enable the children/youth to learn about music;

(b) To ensure the children/youth learn about the delivery of the Christian message through music;

(c) To enable the children’s choir to assist with leading worship at the children’s service;

(d) To foster companionship and fellowship amongst the children.

17. Youth Group:

(a) Friday night socials:

(i) To foster companionship amongst 10-17 year old parishioners;

(ii) To foster the Cathedral as a venue for 10-17 year old parishioners to socialise.

18. Sunday Nights:

(a) A seven week course during the winter months;

(b) To foster companionship amongst teenage parishioners;

(c) To foster discussion about the Christian message;

(d) To teach the Christian message.

19. Resources:

(a) To facilitate adequate funding by:

(i) Encouraging self funding where possible; and

(ii) Providing top-up funding as reasonably required for adequate resources.
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